EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT

ROBATE

IN CALIFORI\III-\




Have a question?
Even with a guide, you're bound to have

questions. Our office is available to answer
them. Just give us a call: (909) 982-3199



You've probably heard that probate can
be expensive, annoying, and completely
exhausting. On top of that, you're also

dealing with the loss of a loved one. The

truth is... that actually is often the case.

But it doesn’t have to be that way.

We've helped thousands of families through
the probate process and we're prepared to
help you too - no matter how difficult it is

right now, know that we've got your back.

This guide explains everything you need to

know about Probate in California.

Let’s dive in.

Jason Gaudy
Attorney at Law
Gaudy Law

@GAUDYLAW

Disclaimer: This guide is not legal advice.




Probate Overview

A birds-eye view of the entire probate process

A quick explanation of probate is simply that it’s
alegal process set up by the state of California to

help wind up your affairs after you pass away.

Not too difficult to understand, right? Now let’s

break it down into different phases.

Here are the 7 phases of the probate process:

1. Initial Intake

2. Getting the Petition Signed and Filed, and
Setting the First Court Date

3. First Court Date & Issuance of First Court Order

and “Letters”

Four Month Creditors’ Period & Appraisal

Final Report and Accounting Drafting

Filing the Final Report and The Final Court Date

Final Distributions & Order for Final discharge
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These next few pages break down each of the
phases of probate. You’re going to feel better about

probate in no time.
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Tip: Probate takes

several months to be
completed, and there
will be costs. Use our free
probate fee calculator to
estimate them.

Probate Fee Caculator

GaudyLaw.com/probate-calculator/



https://gaudylaw.com/probate-calculator/
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Phase 1

Initial Intake

Once we've talked with you and received a fully
completed intake sheet, we'll open a “MyCase”
client portal for you where you can communicate
with our firm, electronically sign documents, sign
the initial retainer agreement, and keep track of

every aspect of your case as it goes along.

Once your intake sheet is received and the retainer
agreement has been signed, we'll begin drafting

your paperwork to begin the court process.

This step is important because it’s where all the
relevant information is discussed. This way your

attorney doesn’'t miss something important.

Phase 1 takes About 10 Days
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What is due upfront?

For most cases, very

little, if any money is due

upfront.

Your attorney is paid
later from the estate.
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Phase 2

Getting the petition signed and filed and setting

the first court date

Once all the initial documents are drafted and
approved, the documents will be sent through

MyCase for an electronic signature.

After your signature has been received, the

documents will be filed with the court.

The court will then give us a court date 45-60 days

in the future.

During this time, we'll give notice of the hearing to

all those who are entitled to it by law.

Phase 2 takes 45 to 60 days
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Can You Predict my

Probate Fees?

For an estimate, you can
use our free Probate
Fee Calculator. This will
give you a good idea of

what it will cost.

Probate Fee Caculator
GaudyLaw.com/probate-calculator/



https://gaudylaw.com/probate-calculator/
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Phase 3

First Court Date & Issuance of First Court Order

and “Letters”

With the paperwork filed correctly and assuming
there is no objection, the petition to appoint you
as the personal representative of the estate will be

approved at the first hearing.

The court will then issue a document called
“letters” which empowers the administrator or
executor to wind up the deceased person’s affairs,
including paying off or negotiating debts, selling
assets, and placing proceeds in an estate account

until the probate is complete.

We always get our clients “full authority” to
avoid needing a court approval for the sale of real

property, like the deceased’s home.

Phase 3 takes 1 - 3 Weeks
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Phase 4

Four Month Creditors’ Period & Appraisal

Once the “Letters” are issued, a four month

“Creditor’s Period” begins.

It is during this time that the now appointed
personal representatives will have the ability
to pay debts, collect assets, apply for a tax ID

number, and sell any real property that applies.

The creditors will have to file a claim with the court

during this time to be paid.

It’s also during this time that the court appoints
a “probate referee” to put an independent
valuation on the estate assets including the real

property.

Phase 4 takes 4 Months
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Phase 5

Final Report and Accounting Drafting

At or near the end of the creditor’s period,
assuming all the assets have been sold or
transferred and all debts have been paid, the final
report and accounting will be prepared for filing

with the court.

The final report and accounting allows the court
to review and approve all steps taken by the
personal representative and allow for an order of

final distribution.

Once its drafted, the report / accounting is then
sent to you through our MyCase client portal
system for an electronic signature and then

electronically filed.

Phase 5 takes About 30 Days
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Phase 6

Filing the Final Report and The Final Court Date

When the final report and accounting is filed, the
court will set a final court date usually 3-4 months

after it's been filed to review and approve it.

Assuming there is no objection or procedural
issues, the court will approve the accounting and
sign and order final distribution on or shortly

after the final court date

Phase 6 takes 3 - 4 Months
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Phase 7

Final Distributions & Order for Final Discharge

Once the final accounting is approved and we
receive the final order from the court signed by the
judge, our office will prepare the final receipts for

all the heirs or beneficiaries to sign.

The court wants to make sure everyone gets what
they are entitled to based on the order for final

distribution and the receipts is how we do that.
Once the receipts have been signed and final
distributions are made the court can now
discharge the personal representative from their

role as the personal representative.

And you'’re done!
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What’s Next?
Here's A Step-by-Step Plan

Here's What You Need To Do To Next

If you need to go through the probate process,
reach out. This process can be complicated, but
we help individuals and families through this
process every day of the year, and we can help

you too.

Step One: Schedule a Free Consultation

This is where you can ask all of your questions,
and get detailed guidance on the entire probate
process. We'll be able to let you know costs and

help you make a plan of action.

Step Two: Proceed Through the Probate Process
We'll gather more info and start the probate
process outlined in this guide. It can be
overwhelming, but we're here to help guide you

through every step of the way.

Step Three: Probate Completed!

After months of working through the probate
process, you're going to love the feeling of having it
100% completed.
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Probate Can Be Difficult

We'll guide you through it.

Law.com/consul

100% Free
Consultation

We offer a complementary, no
strings attached consultation. Get
all your questions answered by

qualified attorneys. Star here.
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~
Saral. C

Gaudy Law was the best choice for
me and my family. We had a Probate
case for my Dad after his passing
and they handled us professionally
and with care. Cassandra, Jason,
Steven, Taeva and Casey all great
people always answered my
questions through phone calls,
email and in person. Referred us to
the best Real Estate agents and Tax
proprietors in the process. Highly
recommend this office.

~
Gordon T. 'C)

Gaudy Law is a great place to take
your business. Before choosing
Gaudy | reviewed several other
estate planning firms. Gaudy’s
programs are fairly priced for the
business | expected to receive.
Simply put: | received more
expertise than | paid for. They were
timely, very professional, easy to
reach, and responded quickly to my
requests.

~
Norma G. C

A family friend referred me to Jason
Gaudy and the Gaudy Law Firm. | had
recently lost my mother and had many
questions regarding her trust and the
probate process. Mr. Gaudy is caring,
efficient and professional. He answered
all of my questions, we discussed all

of my concerns and he put me at ease
during a very difficult time. His office
also handled the preparation of my
family trust. My husband and | are
extremely satisfied with Mr. Gaudy and
his firm.

~

J



https://gaudylaw.com/consultation
https://gaudylaw.com/consultation

